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WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS
Please complete the information card and place it in the 
offering plate or hand it to one of the ushers. 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF HOLY COMFORTER
Though very diverse politically and socially, care for each 
other and care deeply for how our faith is manifested in the 
community. We believe all people are equal in God’s hand. 
Our nurturing congregation has an appreciation for diverse 
perspectives and opinions. We grow through a continually 
evolving and questioning discussion regarding our faith, God, 
and society. We welcome all, without reservation, into our 
Christian body to be part of a loving and sharing family.

WE CARE
Please call the church office at 336-227-4251 if you or someone 
you know needs visitation, prayers or other assistance because 
of illness or inability to attend worship service.

MISSION STATEMENT
To worship God, revealed to us as Creator, as Jesus the Christ, 
& as the Holy Spirit, and experience God’s presence within the 
church family, nurturing each other through a comprehensive 
parish program while affirming each other’s individual 
ministries and responding to Jesus’ continuing call to minister 
to others.

 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU



www.instagram.com/holycomforterburlington
www.Facebook.com/holycomforterburlington
www.youtube.com/ECHCBurlington
www.zoom.us
www.hc-b.org
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H
O
L
Y
 
C
O
M
F
O
R
T
E
R
 
S
T
A
F
F

mailto:csykes@hc-b.org
mailto:jbuffington@hc-b.org
mailto:cbaker@hc-b.org
mailto:jsswanner@gmail.com
mailto:safritr@bellsouth.net
mailto:gareth.bradsher@yahoo.com
mailto:newlinpartnership@gmail.com
mailto:jankelly159@gmail.com
mailto:emma.murph26@icloud.com
mailto:david@davidrwilliams.org
mailto:sam.rodman@episdionc.org
mailto:jennifer.brookedavidson@episdionc.org


V
E
S
T
R
Y

2
0
2
4

mailto:alexanderforreststevens@gmail.com
mailto:dbates@myhst.com
mailto:cthornell2008@me.com
mailto:jmcclusky@triad.rr.com
mailto:wallaced2000@yahoo.com
mailto:phousenc@gmail.com
mailto:maxnewbauer@yahoo.com
mailto:dslittle48@gmail.com
mailto:julieswanner@yahoo.com
mailto:schilkesue@twc.com
mailto:gblaisdell13@gmail.com
mailto:mdthomas6@hotmail.com


MEALS ON WHEELS
May 1  Pete Glidewell
May 2  Shara Partin & Martha Adams
May 3  Stig Egede-Nissen
May 27 NO DELIVERY
May 28 Diana Wallace & Rene Burgess
May 29 Cherry Wrenn & Stan Williams
May 30 Jane and Jim Romer
May 31 Coral Erikson & Gretchen Peet

ALTAR GUILD
May 5   Audrey Deadmon, Leslie Haines, Elizabeth Hood, 

Sandy Moulton, Jane Spencer, Bea Swajkoski
May 12  Joanne McClusky, Cheryl Miner, Tish Murray, Susan 

Ryan, Julie Smith, Nancy Smith, Janice Davis McAdams
May 19  Shara Partin, Verne Booker, Ren Bryan, Connie Griner, 

Mary Telander, Marilyn Tyler
May 26  Janie Sellers, Betty Brown, Rene Burgess, Mary Collins, 

Lynn Dahl, Beth Glidewell. Elizabeth Hansen, Debbie 
Nichols-Smith

ACOLYTES
May 5  8:15am - Julie Smith
   10:30am - Adriane & Max Newbauer, Micah Ash, 

Wesley / William Swanner, Anna / Holden Newbauer, 
Bea / Libby Swajkoski,  Caroline Adams, Cameron 
Adams

May 12 8:15am - Curt Odem
   10:30am - Kathy Hykes & Steven Swanner, Paul 

Surratt, Micah Ash, TBD, Millie Surratt
May 19 8:15am - Julie Smith
   10:30am - Martha Stewart & Meredith Patterson, 

Mourine Todd, Gary Schilke, Jazzmyne Griffith-Petty, 
Jordyn Melvin, Wesley Swanner

May 26 8:15am - Elizabeth Hansen, TBD
   10:30am - Paige Ysteboe, Martha Stewart, Micah Ash, 

Wesley / William Swanner, Lorenzo Johnson

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
May 5  YOUTH SUNDAY 
May 12 Team E - Bea Swajkoski & Mary Carol Adams 
May 19 Team F - Larry Vellani & Terri Stevens

LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR MARK 

LAY MINISTRY MAY SCHEDULE



FLOWER GUILD
May 5   Connie Griner
May 12  Betty Brown, Julie Smith, Sandy Gerow
May 19  Janie Sellers & Ren Bryan
May 26  Jennell Harris, Margaret Egede-Nissen,
   Patsy Isley, Mary Telander

READERS
May 5  8:15am - Julie Smith
   10:30am - Lorenzo Johnson, Davis Slott, Max 

Fitzpatrick
May 12 8:15am - Curt Odem
   10:30am - Jim McAdams, Pete Glidewell
May 19 8:15am - Linda Buff
   10:30am - Julie / Wesley Swanner
May 26 8:15am - Elizabeth Hansen
   10:30am - Colleen Stevens, Larry Vellani

USHERS
May 5  8:15am - Tom McLean
   10:30am - Mary & Brad Collins, Sam Fitzpatrick, 

Abigail Fitzpatrick, Jazzymyne Griffith-Petty, Evie 
Surratt

May 12 8:15am - Paula Boyd
   10:30am - Jim Romer, Micah Ash
May 19 8:15am - Ron Driscoll
   10:30am - Peter & Susan Klopman
May 26 8:15am - Derek Bates
   10:30am - Sarah Moore, Stig Egede-Nissen

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE           
Susan Ryan, Gretchen Peet, Martha Stewart, Debra Scott

VESTRY COUNTERS
May 5  Diana Wallace & Carol Thornell 
May 12 Julie Swanner & George Blaisdell 
May 19 Gary Schilke & TBD
May 26 Max Newbauer & Derek Bates 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP
May 2   Peter Dahl
May 9  Richard McBride
May 16  TBD
May 23  TBD



WEDNESDAY,  MAY 1
Chicken Pot Pie Prep
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY,  MAY 2
Chicken Pot Pie Prep
8:00am | Men’s Breakfast 
9:00am |  Stephen Ministry 

Training
7:00pm |  Courage to Change

FRIDAY,  MAY 3
Chicken Pot Pie Prep

SATURDAY,  MAY 4
Chicken Pot Pie Pickup

SUNDAY, MAY 5
Chicken Pot Pie Pickup 
8:00am | Breakfast Ministry
8:15am |  6th Sunday of Easter
9:30am | Bible Study
9:45am | Choir Rehearsal
10:30am |  Youth Service
11:30am |  Youth Sunday, 

Cinco de Mayo 
Picnic

MONDAY, MAY 6
7:00pm |  Courage to Change

TUESDAY, MAY 7 
Weekly Words Due

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 8
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

 

MAY CALENDAR
THURSDAY,  MAY 9
8:00am | Men’s Breakfast 
11:00am |  Brookwood 

Eucharist
9:00am |  Stephen Ministry 

Training
7:00pm |  Courage to Change

SUNDAY, MAY 12
8:00am | Breakfast Ministry
8:15am | Ascension Sunday
9:30am | Bible Study
9:45am | Choir Rehearsal
10:30am |  Ascension Sunday
10:40am | Children’s Chapel
11:30am | Coffee in the Parlor

MONDAY, MAY 13
10:00am | ECW
6:00pm |  Vestry Meeting
7:00pm |  Courage to Change

TUESDAY, MAY 14
Weekly Words Due

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY,  MAY 16
8:00am | Men’s Breakfast 
9:00am |  Stephen Ministry 

Training
11:00am |  Twin Lakes Eucharist 
7:00pm |  Courage to Change



SUNDAY, MAY 19
8:00am | Breakfast Ministry
8:15am |  Pentecost Sunday
9:30am | Bible Study
9:45am | Choir Rehearsal
10:30am |  Pentecost Sunday
10:40am |  Children’s Chapel
11:30am |  Coffee in the Parlor

MONDAY, MAY 20
7:00pm |  Courage to Change

TUESDAY, MAY 21
Weekly Words Due

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 22
7:00PM | Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY,  MAY 23
8:00AM | Men’s Breakfast 
11:00AM | Newlin Partnership 
Lunch and Learn 
7:00PM |  Courage to Change

FRIDAY, MAY 24
CW ARTICLES DUE 
11:00AM |  Lucky Listener’s 

thank you brunch 

SUNDAY, MAY 26
8:00AM | Breakfast Ministry
8:15AM |  Trinity Sunday
9:30AM | Bible Study
9:45AM | Choir Rehearsal
10:30AM |  Trinity Sunday
10:40AM |  Children’s Chapel
11:30AM |  Coffee in the Parlor

MONDAY, MAY 27
7:00PM |  Courage to Change

TUESDAY, MAY 28
Weekly Words Due

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 29
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY,  MAY 30
7:00pm |  Courage to Change



Holy Comforter ended the first quarter with a surplus 
of $20,661. Pledged giving was right on budget, and 
unpledged gifts were well above budget, in part 
due to the previously reported Vestry challenge gift. 
Investment income was below budget due to the 
timing of certain payments, but we fully expect that 
category to meet budget for the full year. 

Expenditures were $20,337 below budget; of course, 
that variance exists because we are not currently paying 
a rector. The surplus we are building will help us to offer 
our new rector what we hope will be a competitive 
compensation package. Once the position is filled, 
any surplus will be considerably smaller than what we 
have experienced recently.

We have a handful of maintenance and repair items 
pending, but at this point funding appears to be 
available to cover our known issues.

If you have questions or concerns, please let me know.

Sid Little, Assistant Treasurer 
Dslittle48@gmail.com

(336) 214-9344

mailto:Dslittle48@gmail.com




mailto:awam3a@outlook.com


www.holycomforterburlington.org/endowment


THURSDAY, MAY 2 | SPEAKER: PETER DAHL

The speaker on May 2, is Peter Dahl. The subject of his 
talk will be “The Rise & Fall Of the Francis Scott Key 
Bridge”, the largest marine disaster ever to occur.

TWIN LAKES
8AM for breakfast | 8:45 for the program

Coble Rehabilitation Center

If you have questions about the location or 
programs, contact Bob Kirchen (kirchenrv@gmail.
com), Richard McBride (mcbride@elon.edu) or Phil 

Savage (savageboatman@bellsouth.net).

mailto:kirchenrv@gmail.com
mailto:kirchenrv@gmail.com
mailto:mcbride@elon.edu
mailto:savageboatman@bellsouth.net


Our Stephen Ministers at Holy Comforter are ready to walk 
with you in your difficult time.  We are training new Stephen 
Ministers to help, but are always open to more folks to train to 
help their fellow parishioners in their time of crisis. The new 
Stephen Ministers will be commissioned at the Second service 
on June 2.

If you want to know more about Stephen Ministry or to receive 
care contact Rene Burgess, Stephen Leader.

(336) 269-5959 (burgessrene@gmail.com)

mailto:burgessrene@gmail.com


www.conehealth.com/classes




www.alamancechorale.org


NEWLIN PARTNERSHIP
AUGUSTINE LITERACY PROJECT (ALP)
Four first grade teachers, 19 first graders and 18 tutors, plus 
the Newlin Literacy Coach, have worked on improving 
student reading skills since mid-October. From the following 
comments, you can see that all participants think this has been 
a good year for reading progress. Just look at the comments:

student comments:
•“I liked reading the book and I got better on my sounds. 

Handwriting was hard.”
• “My favorite part is getting to read more,”

• “I like that I’m learning to read.”
• “Tutoring is good, and I have learned something.”

•  “I love you.”

1st grade teacher comments:
• “All of my students in the program love going with their tutors. 

I have seen great improvement in reading skills.”
• “My tutors are very respectful of their time. …which allows 

instruction to run smoothly. They are positive and loving. Students 
are growing and looking forward to their time with their tutor.”

• “It helps with extra assistance with my students that still 
need basic literacy skills. My students enjoy seeing 

their tutor and spending time with them. 
Other students want a chance to work with them.”

• “I Love my tutors. They are wonderful.”

 

PROGRAM UPDATES FROM THE



tutor comments:
• “My student worked very hard during each lesson 

and gave it a thumbs up most days.”
•”It gives you a real high if the student says, ‘I got it’ 

after you have been trying to explain a new concept.”
• “I like that my student makes every day a new experience.”

• “It is a privilege to serve as a literacy tutor and gratifying 
to see how much the school values and supports 

our program, making us partners in this critical endeavor.”
• “What fascinated me this year was how my relationship 

with my student evolved. Once our bond was finally made 
and she became more trusting and confident, 

she really began to make progress. 
I have found no other work that fills me with such joy.”

• “The most deeply moving, challenging and
 wonderful experience I have had in years!”

LUCKY LISTENERS
lucky listeners comments:

• “What a joy to meet my reading buddy each week and share the 
fun and hard work of reading.”

• “I just love doing this. It gives me a purpose . These kids are 
wonderful!”

2nd grade teacher comments:
• “The Lucky Listeners know the material and 
are good support to the children they serve.”

• “The kids that struggle with reading get a chance to read 
more and have someone focus on just them. They receive 

positive feedback which encourages them to work harder.”
• “Wish there were more of them.” 

We would like to introduce….
The Newlin Partnership’s newest outreach to Newlin Elementary, 
The Lucky Listeners program, is so fortunate to have eight active 
volunteers. We wanted to introduce them to the Holy Comforter 
Community. These volunteers have been meeting with second 



graders once a week for 30 minutes (one volunteer visits two times 
a week) since late January. The teachers are thrilled to have this 
resource and give the program very positive reviews. Though the 
task is pretty simple (listening to a cute second grader read and 
helping him or her with comprehension) the real gift is showing up 
for these kids. Our volunteers have been very committed, while still 
having flexibility if they need to have planned absences. 

Does this sort of mission call your name for next fall? 
Interested? Email Lee Kern, lsk.msw@gmail.com 

or Susan Kern. susanh.kern@gmail.com.

Louanne Thompson            Laurie Fais      Jim McAdams & Janice Davis

Julie Smith & Katy Landes    Susan Klopman      Donna Range

BACKPACK PROGRAM
After 10+ years of providing weekend “backpack” meals for food 
insecure Newlin students,  the Newlin Partnership  board voted 
unanimously at a recent meeting to increase the number of 
students receiving food each weekend during the school year 
from 65 to 75. We are also grateful to First Wesleyan  Church 
in Burlington  for supporting this program by funding the 
backpack food for 15 of the children each week. Additionally, 
we appreciate the Episcopal Church Women’s recent gift of 
$500 to support the program.

mailto:lsk.msw@gmail.com
mailto:susanh.kern@gmail.com


With the summer holidays 
(Memorial Day, Flag Day and the 

4th of July) just around the corner, 
some of us look at the 

American Flags we have displayed 
and notice they’re not as nice 

looking as they should be. 
For proper disposal of them, 

there is a small box 
(with the red and white stripes) 

located in front of the Veterans’ of 
Foreign Wars building located at 

634 W. Webb Ave.  
It was an Eagle Scout project and 

one that is meant to be used.
A small slit will accommodate 

our nation’s flag which has been 
properly folded. The Boy Scouts 
will see they are retired in the 

appropriate manner. 





Exciting updates are underway at Comforter House! We recently 
announced the arrival of Alamance County Community Services 
Agency (ACCSA), a 501(c)3 that supports the community in 
the areas of affordable housing, employment, education, and 
food and nutrition services. Building on that momentum, we 
are thrilled to announce a new partnership with Benevolence 
Farm, an organization that supports women as they transition 
home from prison and jail. This collaboration will provide 
after-school care for the children of women in their program, 
enriching the lives of families in need. Both programs will be 
housed in a portion of the Comforter House building. To fund 
the necessary building modifications, we are utilizing leftover 
monies from the playschool fund, as we no longer operate 
a playschool. The Vestry has determined that this allocation 
is the best use for the unused funds, as it directly benefits 
children in our community. Please note that these funds were 
initially designated for playschool operations, not scholarship 
gifts. Thank you for your continued support as we strive to 
serve our community in meaningful ways.





May 02  William Gibson

May 04   Therrel Brown

May 05   Paul Surratt, Lynn Sutton

May 06   Betty Brown, Fletcher Slott

May 07   Bradyn Robinson, Brad Collins

May 09   Laura Heffley, Thomas Heffley 

May 10   Donna Dunlap

May 11   Julie Swanner, Jim Lauritsen

May 12   Ben Ansbacher, Robbie Gibson

May 14  Stelle Cheek, Raleigh Holt, 
   Ralph Holt, Ann Little

May 15   Carolyn Hill

May 16   Deborah Wilkerson

May 20   Chappy Moser

May 23   Terry Autry, Trey Whitaker

May 24   Sandy Moulton

May 26   Lee Kern

May 27   Maeve Murray 



MILITARY
Dylan Vurganov 

MEMBERS
David Day   Kathia Kerr  Ginny Allison 
Doug Peet   Bob Stewart Chappy Moser 
Marian Accles  Lidia Serrano      Bobby Puett 
Audrey Deadmon Cecelia Walker 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Mary Ann Neville  Lizzi Corbett  Mary Bryson 
Nicki Bischoff   Bill Cusano  Bill Bates 
Lavette Morgan   Glenn Schilke  Dale Norstrom 
Theresa Testa   Rudy Jordon  Susan Hatfield 
Brynja Bowman   Jeff Safrit   Mindy Williams   
Cindy Rugg  Zachary Lopez  Garrett Magon
Aubrey Henderson  Mary Doughty    Caryl Barbknecht   
Catherine Shanahan      

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



CONTACTS
BISHOP DIOCESAN                 The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman | sam.rodman@episdionc.org
ASST. BISHOP The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson | jennifer.brookedavidson@episdionc.org__________________________________________________________________
MUSIC DIRECTOR                       Christin Baker | cbaker@hc-b.org
SEXTON                     Kelvin Bradsher | gareth.bradsher@yahoo.com
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR	 	 														Julia	Buffington	|	jbuffington@hc-b.org
NURSERY STAFF          Jan Kelly | jankelly159@gmail.com
NURSERY STAFF            EmmaLee Murphy | emma.murph26@icloud.com
NEWLIN PARTNERSHIP ADMIN. DIRECTOR  Mindy Robinson | newlinpartnership@gmail.com
ASSISTANT FOR YOUTH & FAMILY PROJECTS   Jocelyn Safrit | safritr@bellsouth.net
VERGER               Steven Swanner | jsswanner@gmail.com
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR     Cat Sykes | csykes@hc-b.org
RECTOR EMERITUS             The Rev. David R. Williams | david@davidrwilliams.org

VESTRY CONTACTS
PASTORAL CARE            Derek Bates | dbates@myhst.com
JUNIOR WARDEN         George Blaisdell | gblaisdell13@gmail.com
PERSONNEL            Pat House |phousenc@gmail.com
FINANCE                Sid Little | dslittle48@gmail.com
PARISH LIFE            Joanne McClusky | jmcclusky@triad.rr.com
STEWARDSHIP       Max Newbauer | maxnewbauer@yahoo.com
SENIOR WARDEN           Mark Thomas | mdthomas6@hotmail.com
ASSISTANT JUNIOR WARDEN         Gary Schilke | schilkesue@twc.com
COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY Alex Stevens | alexanderforreststevens@gmail.com
CLERK              Julie Swanner | julieswanner@yahoo.com
MISSION & OUTREACH         Carol Thornell | cthornell2001@yahoo.com
WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN FORMATION             Diana Wallace | wallaced2000@yahoo.com

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMFORTER
320 East Davis St (PO Box 1336, 27216), Burlington, NC 27215
info@hc-b.org • 336.227.4251                     WWW.HC-B.ORG
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